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Revolution is my name
The ideology of the revolution
The moral vision of the revolution
The storytellers of the revolution
The narrative of the revolution
The warriors of the revolution
The casualties of the revolution

Glynn Harrison, A Better Story



Revolution is my name: 
‘I am referring to the overturning and liberalization of 
long-established social and moral attitudes to social 
and moral attitudes to sex that began in Western 
culture in the 1960s and continues to the present day.’ 

Fuelled by the new definition of freedom which is 
inherent in radical individualism: ‘It has been about 
radical individualism’s bid for freedom from all 
authority and tradition. It has been about the 
sovereignty of the individual.’ (19)



The ideology of the revolution: 

New Gnosticism: So, secularism and 
Gnosticism‘share the deep-rooted conviction that 
the source of self is found by looking within, They 
share a revolt against the external, against the 
body, against nature itself’ (24) 

‘The repudiation of a given identity in favour of 
self-identification’. (26)



The moral vision of the revolution: 

‘On matters of ethics and morality, radical 
individualism shifts people’s gut intuitions away from 
those that uphold general sacred principles (such as 
the sanctity of life) towards those that respond to 
individual needs (such as compassion and concern 
for fairness). As a result, people’s moral concerns 
often revolve around the needs of the few rather than 
those of the many. (39-40)



The Story-tellers of the revolution: 

‘Stories have the ability to grab people’s attention, 
connect with their emotions, and open them up to the 
possibility of change. The change-makers of the sexual 
revolution understood this. They condensed complex 
intellectual arguments into memorable bite-sized 
messages, and then wove them together into great 
stories’. (46)



The narrative of the revolution: 

‘The core narrative of the sexual revolution has a 
broadly three part structure: heroic individualism 
(i.e. against the old conservatism), a redemptive 
trajectory (i.e. the oppressed individual triumphs); 
a clear moral vision (i.e. fuelled by the genuine 
but one-sided appeal to individual justice and 
equality) 



The warriors of the revolution:

Strengthened their own community and then 
played bad cop good cop with the opposition. 
Thus if you oppose this you will be inwardly 
ashamed and also peer-shamed. You are both 
guilty and wrong. ‘The new shame culture of 
social media offered added traction to the 
ability of the activists to portray their opponents 
as morally deficient. At the same time they offer 
a strong moral alternative as a face-saving 
formula for falling into line.’ (58) Slogans, sneers 
and shaming which put us in our place. 



The casualties of the revolution: 
‘Human beings are dangerous conformists who find it hard to 
swim against the flow. The experience of being an immoral, as 
well as a cognitive minority creates and overwhelming social 
pressure to conform…The most vulnerable individuals are the 
most empathetic and those whose views are less well formed 
intellectually cognitive minorities who fail actively to sustain and 
nurture the plausibility of their ideas put their members seriously 
at risk. Those individuals who are most empathic will be the first 
to depart, leaving a remnant inclined to “black-and-white” 
thinking and authoritarian diktat…In today’s culture Christians 
face a double jeopardy of shame from their own internal shame 
structures and their experience as an immoral minority in wider 
society. Young people are especially susceptible and are likely to 
vote with their feet.’ (65)  So, act like a minority; strong nurture, 
excellent leadership, live it out plausibly. 



‘Alexamenos worships his God’



The Scandal of Resurrection

The idea of the resurrection of the dead is, “The hope 
of worms, a filthy, obstinate and impossible thing, 
which God will not and cannot do.”  (Celsus)  
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‘The old regime of telling people how to live their lives, 
be you a government or a churchman, is running out 
of time, Australians want to be free. They want to have 
independence. They want to have choice…
Now there are some people who distrust human 
nature and believe that people won’t make the right 
decisions and that others should make those 
decisions for them. We err on the side of respecting 
individual judgement and respecting individual 
choices.’

Malcolm Turnbull



Individualism versus collectivism

‘The high side of this dimension, called individualism, 
can be defined as a preference for a loosely knit 
social framework in which individuals are expected 
to take care only of themselves and their immediate 
families. Its opposite, collectivism, represents a 
preference for a tightly-knit framework in society in 
that individuals cans expect their relatives or 
members of a particular in-group to look after them 
in exchange for unquestioning loyalty. A society’s 
position on this dimension is reflected in whether it 
people’s self-image is defined in terms of “I” or “We”.’ 

Professor Geert Hofstede



‘I see a lot of low mood, anxiety… and difficulties 
coping with stressful life events, intimate relationship 
dissatisfaction and breakdown, excessive alcohol use, 
feeling lost and aimless… in older clients I see 
depression, grief. A self-perceived lack of confidence, 
nebulous anxiety and loneliness… in young adults I 
see self-harm, self-loathing, social anxiety and 
withdrawal, health anxiety, eating issues, difficulties 
with parents, intimate relationship break-up or again 
dissatisfaction, loneliness and troubles getting their 
future started.’ 

Clinical Psychologist



Secular
The individual emphasised
Mankind is autonomous
Naturalism is assumed
Truth is relative, it all depends
There are many paths
Good and bad is relative
Mankind has evolved
Mankind is basically good
Mankind is progressing
Heterosexuality is not normative
Marriage is consensual and pluriform
Reason is final
Religion is private
The State is neutral

Christian
The individual in community
Mankind is other person centred
Supernaturalism is assumed
Truth is universal
There is one path
Good and evil are absolutes
Mankind was created
Mankind is fallen
Mankind is rebelling under judgment
Heterosexuality is normative
Marriage is heterosexual/ normative
Revelation is final
Religion is also public
The State is non-neutral
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The progressive ideology
- Appeals to our deeply innate, God-given sense of 
justice
- Uses the reductionist category of equality/inequality 
to identify a class of victims
- Makes us feel guilty, or identifies the scapegoat who 
is to be blamed
- Labels the scapegoat and directs the anger we feel 
at injustice (possibly fuelled by our own sense of 
guilt) at the scapegoat (people with a phobia)
- Insists on social change and government and social 
action
- Moves on to the next cause
- Achieves deep satisfaction by a sense of moral 
uprightness (virtue signalling)


